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Abstract

The abstract is the most important section of the thesis because many readers limit most
of their reading to abstracts, saving in-depth reading for specific theses. It should give the
reader a "preview" of what's to come. The abstract should emphasize new and important
aspects of the study or observations. The purpose of the abstract is to allow researchers to
decide whether or not to read the whole thesis. The abstract is what researchers read first to
decide if the thesis is important, interesting, and it allows them to assess the relevance of a
thesis to their own research, without having to read the entire thesis. Thus, it is crucial that
the abstract both summarize succinctly the key findings of the thesis and clearly articulate
what is novel and important about the work. It should be able to stand alone as a
representation of the research without any footnotes. Any information included in the
abstract must also be included in the body of the thesis. Although the abstract comes first
in the thesis, it is usually easiest to write the abstract last after completing the other
sections of the thesis. It is one of the most difficult sections to write. The abstract should
generally not contain non-standard acronyms or abbreviations and should not include
citations: Briefly, the abstract, introduces topic; mentions techniques used without going into
experimental detail; summarizes most important results; is most appropriately written last.
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